
 

 

Thursday, May 22, 2025 

13:20-13:30 Welcome 
 

13:30-14:00 Koen Bostoen, Peter Coutros 
(Ghent University) 
& Carina Schlebusch 
(Uppsala University) 

A transdisciplinary review of linguistic, 
archaeological and genetic evidence for the 
origins and expansion of Niger-Congo 

14:00-14:40 John Merrill 
(Princeton University) 

Comparative reconstruction of Proto-Niger-
Congo class markers 

14:40-15:00 Coffee break 
 

15:00-15:30 Chrisnah Renaudot Mfouhou & 
Sara Pacchiarotti 
(Ghent University) 

The noun class system of Ndunga ("Ubangi", 
Mbaic) from a Niger-Congo perspective 

15:30-16:00 Ulrich Kleinewillinghöfer 
(Bua Group) 

The noun form classes -ṭe/i and -(n)ṭe/i of Kulaal 
and their (probable) cognates across Benue-
Volta 

16:00-16:30 Ronald P. Schaefer (Southern 
Illinois University, Edwardsville) 
& Francis O. Egbokhare 
(University of Ibadan) 

Tones, aspects, and tense in Edoid 

16:30-16:50 Coffee break 
 

16:50-17:20 Konstantin Pozdniakov & 
Valentin Vydrin 
(LLACAN: CNRS - INALCO /EPHE) 

Mande and Bantu comparison in the Niger-
Congolese perspective 

17:20-17:50 Natalia Kuznetsova 
(Università Cattolica del Sacro 
Cuore, Milan) 

Historical relations between clefts, focus 
markers, and relative clauses in Guro and other 
South Mande languages 

18:00 Drinks at LLACAN 
 

  



Friday, May 23, 2025 

9:30-10:00 Elisabeth J. Kerr 
(Ghent University) 

Reconstructing intermediate stages of change 
in verbal synthesis in Niger-Congo 

10:00-10:40 Mark Van de Velde 
& Dmitry Idiatov 
(LLACAN: CNRS - INALCO/EPHE) 

Genitive constructions in Niger-Congo 

10:40-11:00 Coffee break 
 

11:00-11:40 Larry Hyman 
(University of California, 
Berkeley) 

Limba verb extensions in Niger-Congo 
perspective 

11:40-12:10 Guillaume Segerer 
(LLACAN: CNRS - INALCO/EPHE) 

La reconstruction du proto-Joola 

12:10-12:50 Rebecca D. Paterson 
(Princeton University) 

Reconstructing Proto-NW Kainji 

12:50-14:00 Lunch 
 

14:00-14:30 Jakob Lesage 
(Humboldt Universität, Berlin) 

Kam as an isolate within Niger-Congo? 

14:30-15:00 Abbie Hantgan, Vadim Diachkov, 
Promise Dodzi Kpoglu, Lora 
Litvinova, Aurore Montébran 
& Fabian Zuk 
(BANG Project: ERC / LLACAN, 
CNRS) 

Dogon: Evidence of Niger-Congo affiliation 

15:00-15:30 Fabian Zuk  
(BANG Project: ERC / LLACAN, 
CNRS) 

Early Dogon i-metathesis: (on how i moved out 
and what it means for the family) 

15:30-15:50 Coffee break 
 

15:50-16:30 Jens Fleischhauer 
(Heinrich-Heine-University, 
Düsseldorf) 

Suppletive kinship terms in the Bantu language 
family: A typological and historical analysis 

16:30-17:10 Jeffrey Wills 
(Ukranian Catholic University, 
Lviv) 

Grassfields innovations: birds and other words 

19.30 Workshop dinner  

 


