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A very short introduction to Kam

- Traditionally classified as an outlier in
Adamawa (Greenberg 1963; Boyd 1989)

- Small language (~ 10,000 speakers)

- Surrounded by Jukunoid, Mumuye,
other ‘Adamawa’, ...

- Minimal segmental morphology
- No noun classes

- A few verbal extensions (but mostly SVC-
strategies)




Kam resists neat classification

¥ Atlantic-Congo (1410)
— P Gola
» Limba (2)
Mansoanka
— - Mel (10)
P North-Central Atlantic (51)
¥ \olta-Congo (1345)
— P Benue-Congo (1003)
— Ega
— P Kwa Volta-Congo (81)
— W [North Volta-Congo (255)
— P Bua-Kim-Day (15)
— P Cameroun-Ubangian (118)
— P Gbaya-Manza-Ngbaka (14)
— b Gur (93)
—  Kam@
— P Senufo (13)
— P Unclassified North Volta-Congo (1)

|— P Unclassified Volta-Congo (5)

Central

_ Crur
Peripheral ! Adamawa Adamawa Adamawa Ba Fali

Gur (not a 1,79,10* 24512 6,13,14+
unified group) + Bikwin Day

Kam Ubangi

Williamson & Blench 1989; Hammarstrom et al.
2024



Adamawa classification

Cf. Kunzmann 2024, based on Boyd 1989
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Claims of this talk

B/Congo

« Kam is a member of Niger-
Congo

Kwa :
Mumuyic

* But, for now, it can be
considered an isolate (or Ghayaic fam
separate branch) within the
fami Iy N/Congo



Framework and method

» First: focus on morphology and paradigms ';
+ Second: look for shared lexical innovations )itz .

e Sources
* Proto-NC Pronouns and numerals: Giildemann 2017, 2018, Babaev 2012 (replicated)
* Intermediate reconstructions: RefLex + my own pseudo-reconstructions
 Leipzig-Jakarta comparative wordlist: RefLex + my own pseudo-reconstructions
« Data published as Lesage 2024 on Zenodo




Item

ant
arm/hand
ash

back

big

burn (intr.)
carry

child (kin term)
come
crush/grind
cry/weep/shout
do/make

dog

drink

ear

eat

flesh/meat
fly

give, share
g

good

hair

hard
hear/listen
heavy

hide
hit/beat/fight
horn

house

liver

neck, throat
new

night, darkness
nose

not

old

one

rain

red

root

rope

run

salt

sand/dust
say/tell

see, watch
shade/shadow
skin/hide/bark/cover
small

smoke
soil/ground/earth/land
stand, rise up
star
stone/rock
suck

sweet

tail

take

thick

thigh

this

tie

tongue

tooth

water

what?

who?

wide

wind

Semantic domain | = Kam

animals
body parts
surroundings
body parts
properties.
animals
basic actions
properties.
properties
body parts
basic actions
body parts
body parts
surroundings
basic actions
people

basic actions
basic actions
basic actions
basic actions
animals
basic actions
body parts
basic actions
animals
body parts
basic actions
properties.
surroundings
animals
body parts
animals
basic actions
basic actions
properties.
body parts
properties.
basic actions
properties.
basic actions
basic actions
body parts
tools
locations
body parts
basic actions
basic actions
plants

body parts
body parts
properties
animals
body parts
body parts
body parts
body parts
properties
surroundings
body parts

properties
numerals
surroundings
properties.
plants

tools

basic actions
surroundings
surroundings
basic actions
basic actions
surroundings
body parts
properties
surroundings
surroundings
basic actions
surroundings
surroundings
basic actions
properties.
body parts
basic actions
properties
body parts
properties
basic actions
body parts
body parts
surroundings
question words
question words
properties.
surroundings
P

mirég, kangd
anyé
shé

ngkiim

bir
ning
Kim

Jori
4*bigsri
wo

bir, kéb
akib

avi

cim

busi, yag, cig
aci

pt

sur, nam
V&, cd
cug, sin
wé

ning
akar

nim

aber
aning

tr

dab

ale

atabé
afam

i

ma, gab
sang, nyéb
1ém

sird
kpangi

Iig
kpingkpangi
wigi, lab
ghib, t
alimini
angwsg
altb

aldly

masi

msm
abirag
absg
pupwab
bimbsm
figkdng
ngwé

gén

su

agbér, ngkurdg

1aksm, 3l5g5ri, diréng bér
hicn

tig

sunsdg, hsdg
alasing, gard

bén, car

dsg, jer

2uizirég

13, kpa

ante

mig

abibi, abi, ayi
cutan, yi, tan, tani
ned

atar

far

singi, ashén

kpsngé
ba

k3m, wab, ngwsri
alimini

ashag

mingkanga

g eiyi

be biyi

yér

ashsb

- Niger-Congo

jog, kacir

ba
bu(k)
tVN

nU(n)
dom

piD
pup

KV(p)
bvD

kU(D), TuD

nlyam

pa(n)

k6N

ni(n)
YiD

KdD(V)

pip

ti(n)
ku(D)
s0D
t3(D)

dim
nyiN
ml

~ Benue-Congo |

bok, kon
bu(C), 6
tim

nuN
dom(v)
duD
pit

yin
pup(V)
kip
baND

caG(v)

buy, duv
ku(a)
TaN

NU
ton

nyam
kyi

jUAm
tiD

dAb, dID

koN

duD

k(y)Ak, mam

dADI

da(N)

nuA

gld

kop

tU, (kluda(g)(V)
pi-

taku

mo.
o
ba(N)
D

dik, kuD

b-, tu-
ta

ku(a)

diki

Dim(V)

kiD
dim

po(po)

BC-Proto-Bantu
cadaky, ciici, poks, padi

boko, kénd, nama

bu, t6

jums, bnda, cana, gongd, tikd
néne

doki

com, dém, t6

bab, ctingd, dod, kad

jid, pi, pind

conde, dopa, nyinga

PBBp, plng, péep, pép, pud
ki3, pindt

bambo, béde, kédo, tombo
bab, bibud, bak, pi, tumb
cénd, jangat, tot

ce, id, kvj, kid, ped
jan, ko, did, jam, kém, pam
gid, kit, t4, dém, pang, ténd
boa

ny6, tém

6l

dt

&

jico

badad, g, pon,

c6mba, cuf, goda, kinga, keké
nyama, ctina, noki

g

gab, jink, p3, tp

g, génd, pit, pum
joam, jis

budi, ki, cingd, i,
Kt, kac, kéd

, podik

dem, dito

bismb, bimb, cok, pic
k6m, pond

binga, céngo, jigd, nyangs, pémbé
b4, dagd, ganda, jo, jbo, jomba
da, ti

béngs, di, koto

Jiiib, many

cek, cép, jod

bade, jéni, kaj

cakl, gdd, kénd, nama, pindi, téndé

bad, tima

dai, tadr

ds

domo, noa

jing, kombs
kobu, totd
king6, kot, kbdo
pia (?)

tike, tika, pi
bombo, i

Kong
moi, k6
bida

bdr, godda, kucs, kida, konds, kubrd, pr, tid

di, kodo, tina

bistok, céée, godok, jitk, mat, pot
jinyss

céké, cénga, b, budu, gumbi, kngs, tudr
gid, ti, tét, bid, b6d, capad, cim, gan

bén
did, tand)

bidi, cucou, gobo, kokd, kito, kanda, kébd, ps, picd, papa, guda

kée, nid, o6

jiki

b, doba, ct

jim

conda, j6ta, tete, tondoa

bise, bdgo, jamba, manya, tade
jama, j6nk, pip

ce, kida

jangat, kéd, pok, timb
gin

bedo, jiga, nama, tongs

dit, gang, kong, kind, tong, tat, ting,
dimi

g2gd, jind

it

i

nai

gad

BC-Jukunoid

dan (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo), tum (Yukuben-Kutep)
bu

t6n

sirh (Yukuben-Kutep)

kb, kyom (Yukuben-Kutep), kon-a (Central-Jukunoid)
niin (Yukuben-Kutep), nin (Central-Jukunoid)
dwam

niin (Yukuben-Kuteb), dzon (Central-Jukunoid)
b¥ed, peT (Jukun-Mbembe)

yin, sa (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo)

ta, vy-a (Central-Jukunoid)

kup, fu (Kpan-Icen)

byan

ton-a, v (Jukun-Mbembe)

tom-a, yab

nu (Central-Jukunoid), su (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo)
ba

kwa

s¥an (Jukun-Mbembe)

bu

bu

ngwam (Yukuben-Kutep), v*a (Central-Jukunoid)
ton

dyi

kyi

giP

ko

dwan

da (Yukuben-Kutep), pit (Central-Jukunoid)

gya

byi

K¥in, fu (Central-Jukunoid)

= BC-Proto-Edoid

ghU-b3/ A
A-mhya
uka

bhe
Ap/1

bi
U-p~pa /A
phupho

tocht
cvaGL
0-mo>

b
vie, va

dhu

A-bhua /1
da, yau
ghU-chaGi/ A
dht

dhi-kia / A
dhi-dho / A
dei

E-ch(i)anhi /|
E-nhamhi /1
Ackhia /1

na, nda (Yukuben-Kutep), dwe (Central-Jukunoid), ya/yi (Ju na

yag (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo)
siP, san (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo), kyo (Mbembe)
dzin

pwog
dab-a

tam

gu, daP (Jukun-Mbembe)

"yit (Central-Jukunoid)

khia
chismhi
U-ty
wo
chuanha
kho

kphedhi, ca, gbeGi

tam, pwu (Central-Jukunoid), dun (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo) U-bhaGt ~ U-baGt

yi (Central-Jukunoid)

swan, vyen (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo)

tin (Yukuben-Kuteb), gi (Central-Jukunoid)
pwan, baT (Jukun-Mbembe),

b"9 (Central-Jukunoid), gun (Central-Jukunoid)
pIT (Central-Jukunoid)

ndut

gyin

kom

tu

pi

pup, tuk

wiih

yin, ndo
i, fwin (Central-Jukunoid), byin (Yukuben-Kutep)
ban, gba (Jukun-Mbembe), kpi (Mbembe)

kwaP, dén (Central-Jukunoid)

diT, dik

tét

0*a, ban (Central-Jukunoid)

b, sa (Yukuben-Kutep), but (Central-Jukunoid)

ta, dun-a (Central-Jukunoid), dza (Mbembe), tse (Wurbo)  ta, waGi

54, di (Central-Jukunoid), vwé (Jukun-Mbembe)
wwiih

kwa, foP, kbk

yi, di (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo), ba (Mbembe)

kyai) (Yukuben-Kuteb), fu (Kpan-icen), vin (Jukun-Mbembe)

ten
fen, ku, pin

tuT (Central-Jukunoid)
twom, pe (Mbembe)

= BC-Delta-Cross | - BC-DC-Proto-Upper-Cross

bok bok

t6n BN

dim dimé

nUN nong

dom déma

bit bina

vic de, i, yin
g*uma, g*ina

K(a)p(v) kipa

bay bay
ttodi
gwéan / bé
ppu
tto
te

b by4
gvad

ton ttoni

j i

[T Kkeni

Jén jend

D >

kwan Kv3n
t&n mani
ten
titine

ni kyan, ni
tina, dina

koba, kom
déb dobi

kan, kpé, timi

U-kphanht / A ppik
3, dén
ihgromy dun dani
nhich® ~ nhi‘ch® jonv jond
gbi ~ gbai kyak kyak, mam
U-bt/1 kvan
pon
U-dia /A
dedhi ttani
A-du dan dan
Enu /1 ma
dhi-ni/ A din dina, kom
U-khai /1 Kép ksb
koda, mens
pha paly) pay, komi
Acga/l dini
I-chugi ~ I-chuvei / A jona
tema
gva-ni
bod
bha koda
din tina, dina
U-dhyi ~ U-dhji /A dik diki, kdo
nun nino
bu bum bo, bima, poki
ttana
minht bona, yén
U-phia /1 kpaly) kpay
kima, kpudi
tton
I-kg, U-ta /A d3bi, d3ki, kké
badi
kokoni
U-doGi / I; U-dio /| tan

nam, taK (Jukun-Mbembe), nan (Yukuben-Kutep), twa (Kpan-icen), vya (Jukun-Mbembe), man (Wurbdoma

tum, kin
mbu-e

déma
ban, gyin, baP (Jukun-Mbembe)
mbyed, dzum (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo)

wwo (Jukun-Mbembe-Wurbo)

U-thi’mhi / A
da

di, gbha
U-dhamht/ A
dhi-ky / A
Amy

bhe
O-fedh, A-fofo /1

Kkéna, kkén

taki

dak, mend
ttan
ni

pépé
s

* BC-DC-Proto-L ross [ - BC-P - BC-P
G-bok / a- Ksin
f-ton bid, dime
&-dim dumé
f-nién £Cékayany ndni
16m ysmv d3mi
dai
bit pin3, dine
jiip dung, kinu
fut, fum poép, t5ij, dué
6-kp6 oy"6 glpé
éba/a- in“ahi giné, dosn
nitks, tiian, pumi, ki
bén boaki
6-jén/ e oni buani
di wagy gui, bin, dué
Kok gl bus
64 dei, gaki
nim nai, gins
&b /i bia
*6n t5dhv nG, ma
G-ton/a- Srogv tande
lié vé dit, dam, kide, tam
frkitn ifgny gim
énén/a- i i
diré n3 baa, gb, pénd
i-kin ing bat
éjak/i- ta
G-nam, 6-bok dua
Gesiin / n- dia
i, nd paa, kué
Kauga hinggV s, g3
ofs dipa, banu
ewirv niné
n*and, jop Ksny
6-dok /n- ikny
G-fok/a-

G-fan/i-/m-
G-kt / a-

6-kop/a-
u-tén

fa

i-biks
akéna
ceed
é-dim
6-1on
6-16k
Geniin

A-tén, 6-bimod

kat, cé

st dkan
i-son
lard

G-tikst
8"op, fip

u-sim / n-

&léme /a-
é-dit/a-
“-méon

o-fum

PV

ong

in

Skpodu
SdggV

3ndgd
adhahd, ongdi

cics
okay"i

Sfen, dtutlgV
ka

ha

B, 1S

eridhV'

fofoeV
isd

adhimy

Snogy, yir
um3

oyl

pik3, gidn
poni, kud

dad

dit3, gid

t5n

306, m3in, ddn
piké

g

dai, tn

diin

mok

guds

ban

géni

bak, kude
nina

guan, ok
taté, bin, bide
dai, mda, p3ki, dani
koks, pié

)

duké

h, gédi, daks
du, kok

gua, ding, béda
03, 8015, tid
nin

i, koni
pit, dué

kuids, tary
dani, dsmi
dide, tin
tém

60, ko
doa

PpUEP3, diné

pra s

= Proto-Gbe

ba

b3, b3, va, wa
th

wa, wasi
avg

do

t

du

vé
ko

at"s, 5

XoX6
dé, dokpd, Iokpd

dyé, gyt

@,
kp3

8Y&, vi (i)
)
ayj, ditd

= Potou-Akan| -

pu

dulu

kpioE

koni

Wil

(54

Talf

1 (ground)

Mabia = Mumuyic

ba (Kurumfe-Otivo na-V/
tom (Kurumfe-Gur pung

bang, boro

jaV-nung
dum yon, yii, kon
bid ~ bin Vi-ri, vi-V/-ng-ri
nam ~ nim (Kurumf kpa-V, zing
fu
?0b~ 70 ka, kak-V
nd min

50 (Kurumfe-Otivo caa
31 (Gurunsi-OtiVolta)
bi

ba e
nam ~ nem

wi (Gurunsi-OtiVolta)
na (Gurunsi-OtivVolta)

ba za-V, zaa

no 600

dung (Kurumfe-Gur co-V, coo

di caa

ge (Gurunsi-OtivVoliangka
nung, gihg

cud (Kurumfe-Gurunsi)

ya-V, yaa
i (Kurumfe-Guru ya-V-zing, zing
nam ~ nem yop-V, yopo
jo (Kurumfe-Otivolta)
pa ™~ pan
to (Gurunsi-OtiVolt daa, ra, kih, ya
nan tnod, dii
yu (Gurunsi-OtiVol céi-ti, sung
kpan (Kurumfe-OtivVolta)

tnaa

50 (Gurunsi-OtiVolta), sog (Gurunsi-Otivolta)

po (Kurumfe-OtiVolta), pom (Kurumfe-Otivolta)
nd gé-V

dan (Kurumfe-Gurunsi), dr (Gurunsi-Otivolta)

dum ™~ dun gbu-ng-ti
fam (Gurunsi-Otivezi

mo (Kurumfe-Gurunsi)

va ~van~vo ~ vor bal-V, gap-V

na (Kurumfe-OtiVo do-V, doo

co (Gurunsi-OtiVol sihg, bir-V, bur-V

rne-V-ti, mee-ti, kpen, gnumé-ng
nan~no nya-V, nyaa
yid~ yud (Gurunsi-Cring

do tur-V, kor-V
fad~ fid pol-i-V-ng, s0-V
en zing/-V

me (Gurunsi-OtiVo sung

kpem

do (Kurumfe-Gurur gbét-, gor-V/
mi-V:-dapa

som (Kurumfe-Gur rmaa, nweng, bme
ding-ri

nme (Kurumfe-Gurunsi)

ya (Kurumfe-OtiVolta), yas (Kurumfe-OtiVolta)
seng-li

bu cai, kbo

na (Kurumfe-Gurur zi, i

ton (Kurumfe-Guru koo, kong
wii dodt, tékolong, petel, ja-V
1o (Gurunsi-OtiVol zing-ri
tan™~tin
ji (Gurunsi-Otivoltz cil, yuu
nmad (Kurumfe-Ot séh
tar-i

Jud den
jan (Kurumfe-Gurunsi), mo (Gurunsi-OtiVolta)

bo ~ bob (Gurunsi-OtiVolta)
dedm, (Kurumfe-Gi de-V-ng-ti

ve (Kurumfe-Gurur tna-li/-ri

i (Gurunsi-OtiVolt mi-V, mil, min

- Proto-Gbaya

béra, mil, dind, (3, hala, hol6, gbiya
bad, baka, k3

bik, bok

don, kir

gésd, gba, pési, pésd

nsi, n3é

pan, pand
0

btms, mill, mdli, mali-zs

26l
di

hisi

mbér, s3m, |6, ksn
28k

twa

sin, zan, k
24-gir

i)

mam

wid

sela
dr, duré
bsi, sirl, 20si
ni

2, tum
2p

55k, gbérd
kp3k, kpom
Kord

gb¢

pin, lin

pér

n
[Eme, késé, mbut, gbuty
23k

gl

ndara, k8ko, o
bé, s6r, gédek
%

ni

Yo, bar, kir
ssra

yifa, 3kg, ?ifa
dom
b4

ka

kin, hér
1€b&, lémbe
pin

i

g

)

pési, pésé
bik

= Proto-Fula-Sereer |-
nn
J_n, hwus, nag
ndow

magw, yaaj

nat
xaad
bal
yel

giy "~ gi?

sum
(blwax, gad ~ gad
bi

gar

moop, sox

naax

box ~ bos
yer

nof

naam, mud

boof

Git

yool ~ yoor, babb, sam,
god

daay

li(b)

regey ~ regew

Coow

xay, Coox, Dox ~ Tox
jag

bel

sad, Kees
nan, yegg

med, tedd

bud ~ bur

nakw, mup, xaw ~ xab
u?

Kob ~ Kof
?and
jal

Qoos
xeen

Kwad, (b)wog
xas
veng

nogoy, hid ~ hidd
jab ~ jaf ~ nab ~ paf, def

daad
baak
dog

lees.

(G)weyox ~ (B)weyox
mbel, d_kw

xob

mol

dok ~ don, lees
?in-ox ~ ?im-ox, baf
xoor ~ xood

mur, buus ~ buuc
bel

las ~ lac

maf, xot ~ xoy,
Teng ~ Tekk

dug ~ duh, hum, mir, tir
de(le)m
nin

yaaj
Xen ~ xen



Pronouns — a morphological anchor

Kam Niger-Congo

1sg m ‘mV (front)
2sg a ‘mV (back)
1pl yuru TV (close)
2pl nyo "NV (close)
3sg u O

3pl i “ba



Pronouns — a morphological anchor

Kam Niger-Congo



Pronouns — a morphological anchor

Kam Niger-Congo

2sg a ‘mV (back)

10



1sg
2sg
1pl
2pl
3s8
3pl

Pronouns — a morphological anchor

Kam N/Congo Mumuyic C/Mabia (P/)Akanic Gbe
‘mV (front) ’
*mV (back)
*TV (close)
°NV (close)
0

*ba

m
a
yuru
nyo
u

i

‘mi

‘mo
‘wO, ‘1O
‘noO
‘wi

ori’ oyi

*mV

*bV, *()V
-,x-tV
*(n)yV
7':0, *q

*ba

*mE
*WO, *fO
-,x-ys

*mO

*O

*bA

B/Congo Gbayaic

mV, NE °‘w(U)

% 0
*mi

*mi

‘w(U)
°DI
°NI
0O
*ba

*mi
*mé
¢
*né
*?a

~

*wa

11



Pronouns — a morphological anchor

Kam Mumuyic
1sg
2sg
1pl
2pl
3s8

3pl °r, °yi

12



Lower numerals — conservatively Niger-
Congo

Kam  Niger-Congo
Two  yirag “Ri
Three car “ta(C)
Four NNar ‘na(C)

Five ngwun nU

13



Two
Three
Four

Five

Lower numerals — conservatively Niger-
Congo

Kam N/Congo Mumuyic C/Mabia (P/)Akanic Gbe B/Congo Gbayaic

yirag  °Ri *ziti *yi, *de *(-)nyd “be, *ve, *we  °Ba *iito

car ‘ta(C) *tati *ta ~ tan = *-ta *0 ‘tatV *tar(a)

Nnar ‘na(C) *dneeti *na, *naasi *-na *mi ‘naD *nar(a)

ngwin °‘nU *madani (?) *nom, *nu *atd (?) ‘tan(V)  *mddar), *mor-k3 (?)

14



Two
Three
Four

Five

Lower numerals — conservatively Niger-
Congo

Kam N/Congo Mumuyic C/Mabia (P/)Akanic Gbe B/Congo Gbayaic
*Ba *|iito

car ° * *ta ~ tan  *-ta *0 ° *tar(a)

yirag [MiE *yi, *de *(-)ny> *Be, *ve, *we

Nnar ° *na, *naasi *-na *mi ° *nar(a)
*mddr), *mdr-k) (?)

ngwin & * *nom, *nu *atd (?)

15



Segerer 2008)

Kam retains some key NC reflexes (.

Table 4 - Diagnostic Niger-Congo voeabulary in Kam and elsewhere: nouns

person wood/tree tongue tooth ear Source
Kam nyi bér alimini ashag akar Loeg= 2020
Proto-NC il "y "t Myaclf
Mumuyic *ca-ng, “ze-ng *la-V *tnd-li/-ri *co-V, *coo Shissien 1070
Central Mabia *tl *ye *ding Maseasy 1079
Gbe “ba ] *add G Copa 1991
Potou-Akanic 45 Stcvease 2002
Benue-Congo :tf['C.‘) *t6m Myaclf
< Proto-Bantu *t1 *jind i Ematin ct al. 2002
< Jukunoid *kun *g¥in *ku-/a-téy Shisizu 16 1a
< Edoid *U-thal /I #*dhl-ky /A | *ghU-choGi / A Ehighe 1920
< Delta-Cross i *téim Miact
= <. Upper *tté *ttan *trdmi Dismmmdnal 1975
< < Lower *{-fia, &-tié *&-dét / a- *f-toy / a- Cannell 1291
= Ukaan *3hin *OnyGgV *orligV Aicdin 1555
< Ring *grid3 *midk *dide, min3 *tindé Paalin 1995
Gbayaic i i *nyin *zéra Moking 1995
Proto-Fula-Sereer *nyiny #nof Pardnickar 2022

16



Seaerer 2008)

Kam retains some key NC reflexes (.

Table 5 - Diagnostic Niger-Congo vocabulary in Kam and elsewhere: verbs

bite

swallow

Kam kim, nim mér nim ntin tgi
Proto-NC “di

Mumuyic *raa *Boo
Ceniral Mabia *di

Gbe *di

Potou-AKkanic

Benue-Congo °di

< Proto-Bantu *di

< Jukunoid *dvi

<Edoid *dhol *dh

< Delta-Cross *jd

< < Upper Cross *ja *gwad
= <.Lower Cross *1{a

< Ukaan *yé *t3dhV
< Ring *dté

Gbayaic *gr *nysng
Proto-Fula-Sereer nay *nyaam (?) | *yer
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(Still need to make some corrections after feedback by G.
Segerer)

Basic lexical similarity

Table 6 — Lexical distances between Kam and Niger-Congo groups

Likely cognates Likely cog Possible cognates Possible cog
overlap order overlap % overlap order overlap %

Proto-Niger-Congo 45% (17/39) Proto-Niger-Congo 54% (21/39)

Proto-Benue-Congo 24% (13/55) Proto-Potou-Akanic 40% (8/20)

Mumuyic 22% (12/54) Proto-Benue-Congo 38% (21/55)
Proto-Central-Mabia 20% (13/64) Mumuyic 30% (16/54)
Proto-Potou-Akanic 20% (4/20) Proto-Central-Mabia 29% (18/64)
Proto-Gbe 15% (8/54) Proto-Gbaya 17% (15/86)
Proto-Gbaya 12% (10/86) Proto-Gbe 17% (9/54)

Proto-Fula-Sereer 3% (2/68) Proto-Fula-Sereer 7% (5/68)




Overlaps reflect retentions, not
Innovations

« Kam wo ‘dog’ matches Benue-Congo °buia — shared retention
* Likely inherited from Proto-Niger-Congo °B(u|a)
 Mumuyic has °zaa — innovated form, not shared with Kam

 Very few candidates for shared innovations:

anung ‘eye’ ~ Mumuyic “nung
bar ‘grow’ ~ Mumuyic °boro ‘big’
jo fly’ ~ Mabia (some) *jo

nam ‘grind’ ~ Mabia *nam ‘crush’

19



Potential regular sound correspondences:
only shared retentions and Kam-specific

iInnovations

» Shared retentions
* n ~n: Kam nting ‘bird’ ~ BC °nuN, Mumuyic jaV-nung, Gbaya nji; Kam nting
‘drink’ ~ Potou-Akanic -ng, Gbaya nj
* k ~ k: Kam akub ‘bone’ ~ °ktip, Mumuyic °ka; Kam ngkurdg ‘throat’ ~ BC
°(k)Udog, Gbe k5, Potou-Akanic -koni

« Kam-specific innovations

* | ~d: Kam aldlu ‘knee’ ~ BC °duD, Mabia dun; Kam alimini ‘tongue’ ~ BC
°dIm, Mabia dedm

 Bilabial + a — 2/ 0. Kam wo¢ ‘dog’ ~ BC °bua, Mabia ba;, Kam mom ‘laugh’ ~
BC °“mam, Mabia “mo, Gbaya mdm

* Merger of u, u, 0 — u: Kam niing ‘bird/drink’ ~ BC °nuN, Potou-Akanic -nd,
Mabia nyo, Gbaya nj; Kam 1 ‘3sg’ ~ Mumuyic °wi, Mabia u, Ukaan o, Delta-
Cross °n

20



Indications for subgrouping

 3pl pronoun i ~ Mumuyic °yi

e Lexical innovations?
anung ‘eye’ ~ Mumuyic “nung

bir ‘grow’ ~ Mumuyic
°boro ‘big’

jo ‘fly ~ Mabia (some) *jo
nam ‘grind’ ~ Mabia *nam ‘crush’

 (Prosodic prefixes in Jukunoid: a.nung, a.limini,
a.shag, ng.win, ng.kurdg, a.kar)

B/Congo

Mumuyic

Kam
Gbayaic

y
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s this enough?

Sayizuwari Garba Tabo et al. discuss Kam-Mumuye history (2021)
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Is there a case for ‘isolate’ statussons

Mumuyic

No clear subgroup affiliation +
strong NC alignment means that Gbayaic fam
Kam should be considered an

internal isolate. N/Congo é
(And if it isn’t, let’s consider this the 0-hypothesis to encourage more discussion.) l

23



Why is it so hard to classify
Kam?

The grammar and lexicon of Kam
combine early genealogical
divergence with

— with other Niger-Congo
languages and possibly with unrelated
languages.

(+ very little morphology)
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What do the contact
layers hide?

* More clues for subgrouping?

 An ‘actual’ remnant of
an early split-off group?

25



Takeaways

« Kam = Niger-Congo
* For now: Kam # Benue-Congo, Mabia, Mumuyic ... (yet)
» Possibly: an ungrouped lineage with layers of contact
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How do we move forward?

« Expand the sample

« Of words (e.g. other reconstructions, semantic
shifts)

« Of languages (e.g. other ‘Adamawa’ + sub-
groups)

» We need more sub-NC reconstruction
» Teasing apart contact layers

Building G/Alkali bridge (filmed by Gambo Musa & Safiya Hamidu for Kam Documentation in May 2025)
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Help us move forward!

Comments, comparisons,
collaboration?

Building G/Alkali bridge (filmed by Gambo Musa & Safiya Hamidu for Kam documentation in May 2025)

jakob.lesage@gmail.com

Datal
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